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DOUGLAS INGRAM, TEXAS MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT, CHOSEN FOR 
PRESTIGIOUS COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENTAL ENERGY PROGRAM  

AT FORT VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

Texarkana, TX – Texas Middle School 8th grade 
student, Douglas “DJ” Ingram, has been selected to 
participate in the prestigious Fort Valley State University 
Cooperative Developmental Energy Program’s (CDEP) 
Mathematics, Science & Engineering Academy (MSEA) as 
a junior CDEP scholar.  He will attend the program from 
July 13 – 27. 
 

The Mathematics, Science & Engineering Academy 
is a program designed to educate young minds at an early 

age about the career opportunities in energy related fields such as engineering 
and the geosciences.  This enrichment program is an extension of the CDEP 
program which provides scholarships for academically talented minority high 
school students.  CDEP developed the pipeline program for middle school 
students so that it could serve as a long-term investment which will generate a 
pipeline of future scientists and engineers. 

 
Students selected to participate in MSEA are academically conscientious 

and considered the crème-of-the-crop in their respective schools.  These 
students are recruited from across the country and are academically prepared to 
take on the challenging classroom and laboratory sessions taught by staff 
professors.  MSEA is a learning experience that goes beyond what the students 
are taught at their schools.  Instructors expose the students to new mathematical 
concepts, hands-on laboratory experiments, and other information that will be 
valuable in helping the students to excel in their educational pursuits.   
 

CDEP is an innovative cooperative program between Fort Valley State 
University and the private and government sectors of the Nations’ energy 
industry that focuses on the recruitment and placement of academically talented 
minorities into professional level careers in the energy industry.  Major 



companies and government agencies provide internships and financial support 
for scholarships. 

-MORE- 
The MSEA component for CDEP was implemented in 1993.  Students 

recruited as a junior CDEP scholar must meet and maintain a 3.00 or above 
grade point average.  Students who remain in the CDEP pipeline until their senior 
year in high school increase their chances of receiving full scholarships for 
college in one of CDEP’s dual-degree programs. 
 

The program operates in the following successive manner:  As rising 
eighth graders, MSEA students spend three weeks at Fort Valley State University 
during the summer and participate in academic enrichment activities such as 
classroom and lab exercises, field trips to museums and completing an 
engineering project of building a workable telephone from a kit.  The following 
summer (ninth grade) MSEA students attend the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas (UNLV) for one week of intensive study.  While at UNLV, the students are 
introduced to the School of Engineering and participate in mathematic sessions 
and are given engineering projects that are completed in the laboratories.  
Additionally, CDEP sponsors academic enhancement field trips for the students 
which include visits to the Grand Canyon and Hoover Dam.  As 10th grade, 
MSEA participants, CDEP sponsors an academic enhancement field trip that 
includes visits to the University of Oklahoma’s School of Geosciences and the 
geologically famous Arbuckle and Wichita Mountains.  Students are introduced to 
the fields of geology and geophysics.  Eleventh and twelfth grade MSEA 
participants spend two weeks at Fort Valley State University attending workshops 
on preparing for the SAT and ACT standardized tests.  Additionally, students are 
taken on field trips to the Oak Ridge National Laboratory and the Museums of 
Science and Energy. 

 
Fort Valley State University is the only historically black institution of 

higher education in America that has developed a specific pipeline niche for 
supplying the energy industry with academically talented minorities. 
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